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On guard for 178 years

Housing in Detroit

THE GQOD, THE BAD
AND THE VACANT
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Nobody’s home in
1 out of 3 city lots,
but most houses
OK, survey finds

By JOHN GALLAGHER
FREE PRESS BUSINESS WRITER

A landmark survey has found
that a third of Detroit’s residential
parcels are either vacant lots or
abandoned homes, but that more
than 90% of the city’s occupied
houses remain in decent condition.

Released to the Free Press ex-
clusively by the Detroit Data Col-
laborative, the results portray a ci-
ty of contrasts: deep in distress in
many areas, but surprisingly
strong in others. The survey,
which did not include business
sites or apartment buildings,
found more than 30,000 vacant
residential structures, with more
than 10,000 of them open to tres-
pass and in dangerous condition.

Organizers of the survey ac-
cented the positive.

“It is significant that there are
more than 200,000 single-family
homes here that form a foundation
for stable neighborhoods and
growth,” said Diane McCloskey,
director of community initiatives
for Detroit’s Office of Foreclosure
Prevention and Response.

“What this survey really tells us
is that we can’t paint Detroit with
broad brush strokes,” said Kurt
Metzger, a demographer and di-
rector of the nonprofit agency Da-
ta Driven Detroit, which helped
conduct the survey.

One key statistic: The survey
found 91,488 vacant residential
lots in the city. But surprisingly,
26% of those vacant lots were im-
proved in some way — fenced,
mowed, planted with acommunity
garden, or in some other way re-
claimed from abandonment.
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Sources: Detroit Residential Parcel Survey, Google Street View

Inside: Take a clos

er look

See results of the Detroit Data Collab-
orative’s survey. Two pages of graphics
examine vacancy rates, structural con-
ditions and housing stock. PAGES 8-9A
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