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Housing in Detroit

THE GOOD, THE BAD
AND THE VACANT

Nobody’s home in
1 out of 3 city lots,
but most houses
OK, survey finds

A landmark survey has found
that a third of Detroit’s residential
parcels are either vacant lots or
abandoned homes, but that more
than 90% of the city’s occupied
houses remain in decent condition.

Released to the Free Press ex-
clusively by the Detroit Data Col-
laborative, the results portray a ci-
ty of contrasts: deep in distress in
many areas, but surprisingly
strong in others. The survey,
which did not include business
sites or apartment buildings,
found more than 30,000 vacant
residential structures, with more
than 10,000 of them open to tres-
pass and in dangerous condition.

Organizers of the survey ac-
cented the positive.

“It is significant that there are
more than 200,000 single-family
homes here that form a foundation
for stable neighborhoods and
growth,” said Diane McCloskey,
director of community initiatives
for Detroit’s Office of Foreclosure
Prevention and Response.

“What this survey really tells us
is that we can’t paint Detroit with
broad brush strokes,” said Kurt
Metzger, a demographer and di-
rector of the nonprofit agency Da-
ta Driven Detroit, which helped
conduct the survey.

One key statistic: The survey
found 91,488 vacant residential
lots in the city. But surprisingly,
26% of those vacant lots were im-
proved in some way — fenced,
mowed, planted with a community
garden, or in some other way re-
claimed from abandonment.
� GOING BEYOND THE SURVEY DATA. 9A
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Wayne County must repay
700 of its employees who have
been laid off the past three Fri-
days because, an administrative
law judge ruled Friday, County
Executive Robert Ficano didn’t
have the right to do the one-day-
a-week layoffs.

The upshot? The county
could appeal or issue at least
200 permanent layoffs to deal
with its budget crisis.

In his ruling, Michigan Em-
ployment Relations Commis-
sion Judge Doyle O’Connor said
Ficano doesn’t have the right to
arbitrarily change his employ-
ees’ workweek, but can issue
permanent layoffs.

The employees are members
of threeAmericanFederationof
State, County and Municipal
Employees locals,whichhaven’t
been able to reach an agree-
ment on a 10% pay cut called for
in the county’s 2009-10 budget.

Meanwhile, one of the unions
that brought the lawsuit chal-
lenging the recalls took the first
steps Friday to recall Ficano
from office.
� FICANO-UNION FEUD HEATS UP. 2A

Wayne Co. to pay for
once-a-week layoffs
By KATHLEEN GRAY
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

Wayne County
Executive Robert
Ficano didn’t have
the right to change
employees’ work-
weeks, a judge
ruled Friday.

While General Motors announced a $9-
million pay package for Chairman and CEO
Ed Whitacre on Friday, the surprising
news was that the automaker was hiring
former GM CEO Fritz Henderson as a con-
sultant.

Whitacre added the CEO duties to his
plate in December after Henderson re-
signed from the company under pressure
from the board, which was unhappy with
the pace of the company’s restructuring.

Henderson will consult on international
issues where his experience in Asia will be
valuable, said Chris Preuss, a GM spokes-
man. We’ve got “big, big, big operations in
Asia Pacific with the international groups,
where he has a depth of talent and capabili-
ty.”

Henderson, who did not receive sever-
ance when he left GM in December, will be
paid $59,090 per month plus expenses for
20 hours of consulting work each month.

Whitacre’s pay package includes a $1.7-
million base salary, which is more generous
than Henderson’s compensation was as
CEO, and GM says it has been approved in
principle by the U.S. government’s pay
czar.

� WHITACRE’S COMPENSATION SEEMS ABOUT
RIGHT, EXPERTS SAY. 6A

FRITZ HENDERSON:
Former General
Motors CEO will come
back as a consultant.

ED WHITACRE:
Current General
Motors chairman and
CEO to get $9 million.

Big Ed gets
big payday
as ex-CEO
gets GM job
Former GM boss Henderson
to be automaker consultant
By TIM HIGGINS
FREE PRESS BUSINESS WRITER

A probation-violation warrant could be
issued for ex-Detroit Mayor Kwame Kil-
patrick as soon as Monday after Friday’s
deadline passed without him making the
full payment of $79,011 toward his $1-mil-
lion restitution.

Instead, he sent $14,048 — and he paid it
with money orders.

A request would come from the Michi-
gan Department of Corrections. Wayne
County Circuit Court Judge David Groner,
who ordered Kilpatrick to make the pay-
ment by Friday, could then issue a warrant
calling him back to Detroit for a hearing.

Groner warned Kilpatrick earlier that
he faced possible jailing if he didn’t make
the payment.

Richard Krisciunas, a University of De-
troit-Mercy law professor and former high-
ranking Wayne County prosecutor, said
judges do not like to be defied, especially in
high-profile cases. “Everybody’s going to
be watching to see what he does,” Krisciu-
nas said of Groner.

He said he expected little sympathy for
claims by Kilpatrick that he no longer has
the scads of money that records show
passed through his family bank accounts.

“It’s like saying I don’t know where the
money went. And in the meantime, pass me
a steak, and I’ll have two potatoes,” he said.
� APPEALS COURT WON’T HALT PROCESS. 2A

Jail possible
as Kilpatrick
fails to pay up
By JOE SWICKARD and BEN SCHMITT
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITERS

Inside: Take a closer look
See results of the Detroit Data Collab-
orative’s survey. Two pages of graphics
examine vacancy rates, structural con-
ditions and housing stock. PAGES 8-9A

MARANA, Ariz. — Speaking with
emotions both sad and angry, Tiger
Woods said Friday that he is sorry for
his actions that betrayed his marriage,
that he is in continuing rehabilitative
treatment and that members of the news
media have no right to continue pursu-
ing his wife and his two young children
in their quest to find out more about
Woods’ private life.

“For all that I have done, I am so sor-
ry,” Woods, 34, said to the group he
assembled, which included his mother,
Kultida, but not his wife, Elin Norde-
gren. “I had affairs; I cheated. What I did
was not acceptable, and I am the only
person to blame.”

DREW SHARP: Tiger took first step
toward fixing his reputation. 1B

CARLOS MONARREZ wonders if we saw
the real Tiger Woods. 6BERIC GAY/Associated Press

TIGER WOODS APOLOGIZES FOR
INFIDELITY, SAYS HE WAS ‘SELFISH’
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